

ADOPTED 8/27/14


Introduced by Council Member Crescimbeni & Co-sponsored by
Council Members Yarborough, Carter & Jones:
RESOLUTION 2014-579-A
A RESOLUTION MOURNING THE PASSING AND CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF ROBERT A. JONES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
Robert A. Jones was a big man; in a 6-foot plus frame, he loomed large in his compassionate, articulate advocacy for the visually impaired in our City; and

WHEREAS, in regular appearances at Jacksonville City Council meetings during the Public Comment segment, Robert A. Jones stood before the Council and spoke as an advocate for both the blind and visually impaired; though blind, he was a visionary for transportation, pedestrian and other vitally important concerns; he never made demands on the Council, never raised his voice; he did, however, effectively prod the City Council for causes that he felt were right and just; and
WHEREAS,
sadly, on July 7, 2014, Mr. Jones passed away; his was a voice of reason, a voice that will be sorely missed at City Council meetings; and
WHEREAS,
Robert A. Jones immersed himself in significant work and numerous activities that advanced the cause of the blind; since 1994, he had been a member of the Jacksonville Council of the Blind; he served on the Mayor’s Disability Council since 2003; the other boards that he served on were legion: the Jacksonville Transportation Advisory Committee, First Coast Disability Advocates; Florida Christian Fellowship for the Blind of Jacksonville; Duval County Council on Elder Affairs; Advisory Committee for the Independent Living Resource Center; Adult Blind Saint Augustine Alumni Association; Task Force for Regional Planning, and he was the immediate past Treasurer for the Coalition of Concerns of the Totally Blind; and
WHEREAS,
Robert A. Jones was instrumental in getting the Braille and Talking Book Library moved to the new downtown Jacksonville Public Library; in Cincinnati, Ohio, he was president of the Cincinnati Bowling League and American Blind Bowling Association, winning all events in the totally blind men’s category in Canada; and
WHEREAS, Robert A. Jones was undaunted by his physical impairment; he gave himself fully to the cause of right and justice for fellow citizens; he skillfully parlayed his advocacy endeavors into concrete and lasting improvements that bettered the lives and opportunities for many and we shall forever have his example in our hearts and memories; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The Jacksonville City Council does hereby mourn the loss and celebrate the life of Robert A. Jones and extends its condolences to his family, friends and colleagues.



Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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